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BOILING SPRINGS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
MAY 
2018 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  MAY: 

THE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

NEWSLETTER 

READERS AND GREETERS 

R������: 

May   6—Alicia & Nathan Kavulic 

May  13—Sue & Chris Stewart 

May 20—Sue & Butch Beard 

May 27—Carolyn Richards  & Dale Burns 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES contact Peter  
Bower via email at zpcbower@aol.com or (412) 
621 - 0367. 

Greeters: 

May  6 —Connie Costrini & Jean Pugliese 

May 13—Sharon Ford & Ruth Altman 

May 20—Jackie Brice & Terry Richards 

May 27—Dale & Nancy Burns 

 

ACOLYTE for  May is  Brandon Ray.  

We need a few names for the summer 
slots! 

MEN’S CHOIR: Calling all men! There will be a 
men’s choir for Sunday, May 13th (Mother’s Day). 
Practice will be Thursday, May 10th at 6:45. Let’s fill 
the choir loft! 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL BIRTHDAY OFFERING 
will be received next Sunday, May 13th. There will be special enve-
lopes in your bulletin for that purpose. These monies will be used for 
funding mission projects for women and children. The 3 projects for 
2018 are: Cottage Village-a Tiny-house community in Cottage Grove, 
Oregon for low-income residents; Village of Grace Center for Physi-
cal and Spiritual Health in Honduras; the Dwelling Place in Minneap-
olis and St. Paul in Minnesota—established for the needs of women 
and their children following their escape from a violent partner.  

 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEETING will be held in the 
church fellowship hall on Tuesday, May 15, at 6:30 P.M. All women 
of the church are invited to attend. Please bring a snack to share dur-
ing the meeting.  

YOU’RE INVITED!!! 
Please join us after worship 
on May 20th for the “End of 
the Year” picnic. Hot dogs 
and hamburgers will be pro-
vided. Please bring a covered 
dish or dessert to share.  

 

ON SUNDAY, MAY 20TH,  
we will recognize our gradu-
ating seniors and presenting 
Bibles to our third graders. 
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CALLED TO THE LIFE OF UNLIKENESS 

(May 2018) 

 

Last November, at the opening of Congress’ debate on overhauling tax legislation, the House of U.S. Repre-
sentatives Chaplain, Father Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

 “May all members be mindful 

     that the institutions and structures of our great nation 

         guarantee the opportunities that have 

         allowed some to achieve great success, 

     while others continue to struggle. 

 May their efforts these days 

      guarantee that there are not winners and losers under new tax laws, 

      but benefits balanced and shared by all Americans.” 

 

Seems evenhanded, yes?  Fair, yes?  It certainly does not embrace or even lean toward either social Darwin-
ism or extreme liberalism.  Just asking God for a fair tax bill of balanced benefits for all Americans. 

 

Shortly afterwards, however, Fr. Conroy was admonished by the Speaker of the House, Mr. Ryan of Wis-
consin, also a Roman Catholic: “Padre, you just got to stay out of politics.” 

 

A few months later, the Speaker of the House asked Fr. Conroy to resign.  Well, not actually.  Fr. Conroy 
received a message from Mr. Ryan (apparently power people in D.C. these days fire employees via imper-
sonal emails or tweets), requesting Conroy’s resignation, with no reason given.  On May 24, Fr. Conroy’s 
exits the House.  The Speaker’s spokeswoman, AshLee Strong, said Mr. Ryan “made the decision he be-
lieves to be in the best interest of the House.”  So be it!  Cannot fight City Hall. 

 

But the firing of the chaplain is not just unusual, it is the very first time in the history of our country that the 
chaplain of the House of Representatives has been fired. 

 

Father Conroy (named to the post in 2011 by another Republican Catholic, Speaker John Boehner, R-OH), 
said that he did not regard his November prayer as political in nature.  “If you are a hospital chaplain, you 
are going to pray about health,” he said. “If you are a chaplain of Congress, you are going to pray about 
what Congress is doing.” 

 

Conroy said Mr. Ryan’s remarks to him after his prayer marked the only time anyone from the Speaker’s 
office had chastised him for veering into the political realm.  “I have never been talked to about being politi-
cal in seven years,” Conroy said. 

 

But, apparently, invoking fairness, as a chaplain, is a firing offense – the price to pay for defending the vul-
nerable, especially those without voice in places of power. 

 

Perhaps Mr. Ryan and his backers would prefer a pastor who espouses an inward-looking, feel-good theolo-
gy, reveling in its own piety or, maybe, a popular “prosperity gospel” preacher who ignores the needs of 
neighbors? 
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But, firing Fr. Conroy will not stop him (or other Christians . . . or Jews or Muslims!) from continuing to 
offer prayers on behalf of the poor, the oppressed, the less privileged people on the margins of society, the 
left behind and left out, and imploring Congress to ensure there are no winners and losers under new legisla-
tion, but “benefits balanced and shared by all Americans.” 

 

You can fire people from preaching the Gospel, but you cannot stop the Gospel from continuing to be 
preached.  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!” (Lk. 
13:34).  People may stone the prophets who preach the Gospel, and Pharisees (religious and political pow-
ers) may command Jesus, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”  To which Jesus replied, “I tell you, if 
they were silent, the stones would shout out.” (Lk. 19:40) 

 

In the face of threats or silencing or even firing, may the Spirit continue to empower the unlikely thing of 
our prayers for others, especially for the: 

 unemployed and underemployed, 

 orphans and widows, 

 refugees and migrant workers, 

 the neglected and those in mental distress, 

 outcasts and the homeless, 

constantly insisting that Congress ensure there are no winners and losers under new legislation, but “benefits 
balanced and shared by all” in the name of Christ. 

             –Peter C. Bower 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

5 Mandy Varner 

9 Marjorie Baker 

15 Sarah Crissman 

Alicia Kavulic 

16 Deborah Miller 

23 Anastasia Klonowski 

24 Nancy Burns 

Dorothy Huselton 

Chad Toland 

27 Melissa Ray 

28 Jacob Duriancik 

29 Cameron Schall 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

4 Dick and Debbie Townsend 

16 Bob and Muriel Stewart 

27 John and Connie Costrini 
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Local Missions 
...always in need of helping hands. 

 

Apollo-Ridge Food Bank  724-478-2482 

     Volunteers are needed for packing and carrying boxes to cars for 
the elderly and disabled.     

     Mon, May 14th - Packing - 7:30 a.m. 

     Wed, May 16th - Packing - 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 

              Distribution - 8:30 a.m. 

 

Meals on Wheels  412-400-0975 

     Volunteers are needed to prep, cook and deliver. 

     Weekdays - Prep/Cook - 7:00 a.m. 

     Weekdays - Deliver - 8:30 a.m. 

 

Endowment Fund 
     So far we have had $1,305 donated to our endowment fund this year.  

An Endowment Fund is a "Forever Fund" for our church.  Donations made 

to this fund will forever earn income to be used to further the mission of 

our church.  To make a donation, simply include it in your weekly offering 

envelope and mark "endowment" on the "other" line. 

Financial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship Committee    

April 2018April 2018April 2018April 2018    
             YTD 

Offering Income  $    8,393.72 $  23,176.69 

Current Expenses  $  (5,625.25)  $(28,402.46) 

Net Income  $  2,768.47 $  (5,225.77) 

  

Account Balances: 

Our Endowment fund goal is to reach $200K so we can  

move to a more lucrative account. 

 Endowment Principal $  72,226.00 

 Earned Income  $    7,989.59 

 March Deposits  $       505.00 

    $ 80,720.59 

 

 Checking Account  $   23,116.86 

 Building & Grounds $   10,275.55 

 Chime Fund  $     4,058.02 

 Memorial Fund  $   11,571.22 

 

     

Thank you!! 

Your commitment to ourourourour church family is greatly appreciated! 

Rwanda Mission 
 As many of you know, we have become a partner 

church with the Matyazo Sub-Parish, a church in the 
Gitarama Presbytery located in Rwanda, and are sending a 
member of our church there in August.  Natalie Jaworskyj will 
travel to Rwanda along with our Presbyter, Don Wilson, and 
Betty Grunstra, who's church also has a partnership with a Rwan-
dan church.   

 We have been fundraising for this trip during the 
month of April and will continue to do so until enough funds are 
raised.  We have held a bake sale, a basket raffle and are current-
ly selling North Apollo Hoagie Shop hoagie tickets.  Monetary 
donations can be made by including the amount in your regular 
offering and marking "Rwanda" on the "other" line of your enve-
lope. 
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The Christian Outreach Newsletter 

Boiling Springs Presbyterian Church 

P. O. Box 154 

Corner of Route 56 and Ridge Road 

Spring Church, PA 15686 

 

Telephone number: 724-478-1523 
 

May  2018 

Page 

““““2018 Summer Outing: Pittsburgh Pirates vs. Chicago Cubs” 
    When: Saturday, 18 August 2018, @ 4:30 p.m. 

    Supper at the Bower’s home in the Burgh 
    cost: $25.00 per person 

    (includes Supper AND game ticket) 

    (make checks payable to “Boiling Springs Presbyterian Church”) 
                   (+ indicate at bottom: “Pirates Game”) 

    We need to make reservations and payment NOW) 
    Preference to first 42 individuals to sign up AND pay. 


