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BOILING SPRINGS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
MARCH 

2018 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  MARCH: 

THE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

NEWSLETTER 

READERS AND GREETERS 

R������: 

Mar.  4—Noah & Kayla Stewart 

Mar. 11 —Kate & Dana Myers  

Mar. 18 —Nathan & Alicia Kavulic 

Mar. 25 —Ben & Jon Smoyer  

Mar. 29—Maundy Thursday 

Chris Stewart, Andrew Varner, Brandon Ray,  

Patti Townsend, Dale Burns, Linda Waitkus 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES contact Peter  
Bower via email at zpcbower@aol.com or (412) 
621 - 0367. 

Greeters: 

Mar.  4 — Jon & Jody Smoyer 

Mar. 11 — Natalie & Shad Jaworskyj 

Mar. 18 — Carol & Ed Townsend 

Mar. 25 — Muriel & Bob Stewart 

ACOLYTE for  March is Kate Myers.  

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated 
on Sunday, March 4. Come and join us.  

“Lenten Lunch & Learn” 
5 Sundays in Lent:  12:15–1:15 p.m. 

Topic: Mark’s Passion Narrative (in preparation 
for Palm/Passion Sunday) 

LENTEN LUNCHEON & SERVICE 

SPECIAL LENTEN SERVICES: 

March  7 – New Beginning   noon         Rev. Ludwig 

March 14 – New Hope     noon              Sara Wrona 

March 21 – St. James      noon               T.J. Lucas 

April 1 – Sunrise Service  6:45 A.M.    Lutheran Church 
Pavilion 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEETING 

When:  March 20 

Time:  6:30 P.M. 

Who:   All women of the church are members. 

Bring a snack to share with the group. 

YOUTH GROUP: On Saturday, March 24th, Youth Group will travel to First Food and 
Friends in Pittsburgh to prepare and serve lunch for people in need of a good meal and fellowship. 
We will leave at 8:00am  and return around 4:00pm. The cost is $2.00. This is always a great experi-
ence. Hope everyone can join us!  
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CALLED TO THE LIFE OF UNLIKENESSCALLED TO THE LIFE OF UNLIKENESSCALLED TO THE LIFE OF UNLIKENESSCALLED TO THE LIFE OF UNLIKENESS 

(March 2018) 

 

Typically, I do not publish my sermons, because they are one-time, intimate proclamations of 
the Gospel for a specific people at a specific time in a specific place.  Many of you, however, 
have spoken to me about the following sermon and/or requested a copy so I decided to re-

lent and print a synopsis.  Soli Deo gloria  (“Glory to God alone”) 

 

Genesis 9:8Genesis 9:8Genesis 9:8Genesis 9:8----17171717 

In the aftermath of the post-flood, post-chaos, post-trauma, . . . God makes an irrevocable 

commitment, an ironclad pledge, an extraordinary promise of “never againnever againnever againnever again” 
11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.” 

Why the radical change?  What has humankind done to deserve this?  Nothing!  They are still 
the same self-serving, self-promoting, self-indulgent, selfish people who do not even recog-

nize their self-centeredness. 

 

What has changed is God.  God has made a decision about the trouble and travail and pain 
and suffering and grief that overwhelms God’s own heart . . . So, on the basis of God’s “never 

again,” the rainbow signrainbow signrainbow signrainbow sign is established (Gen. 9:12-16) 

     The bow is a promise to creation, (vss. 12-14) 

        as well as a reminder to God of a vow God will honor (vss. 15-16) 

God promises to never again be provoked to destroy, never again to let his impatience let 
loose with death and destruction, never again to throw another petulant temper tantrum, for 

God has laid down his weapon of the bow. 

 

How has this change occurred?  How has this change occurred?  How has this change occurred?  How has this change occurred?  What evokes God’s turn toward his creation?  God’s “never 
again” promise is activated by memorymemorymemorymemory.  God remembered Noah . . . the trouble and travail 
and pain and suffering and grief of Noah which God bore in God’s own heart.  The good news 
is that this God remembers, and empathizes, and experiences the travail . . . It is God’s re-God’s re-God’s re-God’s re-

memberingmemberingmemberingmembering    which gives hope and makes new life possible . . .which gives hope and makes new life possible . . .which gives hope and makes new life possible . . .which gives hope and makes new life possible . . . 

 

AND upon “remembering Noah,” immediately [the action of] the waters begin to subside . . . It 

is rememberingrememberingrememberingremembering which changes the situation of the worldchanges the situation of the worldchanges the situation of the worldchanges the situation of the world.  Memory led to action. 

 

A memory of another experience of death and destruction began with the pulling of a fire 

alarm, triggering a horrifying chaos of: 

  screaming students running away from their school, frantically searching for safety in a box 



 3 

canyon of danger 

  scared students fleeing for their life, stepping over injured and dead bodies of classmates 

  traumatized students crouching, crawling, cramming into any covered crevice while relentless 

gunshots resounded in their ears 

 

In the morning, parents had dropped off their children at school, and watched them amble into 

the building 

In the afternoon, parents saw their children on tv, 

     * some emerging from the school, marching like criminals in single file with arms upraised 

under watchful eyes of armed security forces 

     * some lying on a wheeled stretcher, covered by a sheet, and loaded into an ambulance 

It is unimaginable to send your child to school and, then, have your child leave school on a gur-

ney. 

 

Inside the school buildingInside the school buildingInside the school buildingInside the school building, students and staff witnessed 

    * classmates and teachers fatally struck by bullets 

    * a coach shielding others from gunfire that claimed his life 

In such terrifying moments, adrenalin activates survival strategies but also intensifies sensory 

awareness of sounds, sights, and smells to reinforce thoughts and emotions, 

     resulting in memoriesmemoriesmemoriesmemories permanently embedded in the mind, forever and ever. 

 

Eventually, the cameras are turned off, and the news media board their trucks and drive away 
to another destination . . . for another story . . . and we all move on with life . . . until the next 
school shooting when we repeat the same cycle of shock, horror, anger, finger-pointing, and . . . 

extending our “thoughts and prayers” . . . 

 

BUT, back at the scene of the horrific tragedy, 

   * teenagers who had to step over the dead bodies of classmates have those memories 

seared into their psyche which will scar them for life 

   * You can try to erase that painful memory by tearing down the building, putting a memorial 

on the site, and constructing a new building elsewhere. 

BUT, 

   * memories of heartache recur . . . 

   * anguish endures 

   * mental distress persists 

   * sleepless nights of tossing and turning ensue 

   * empty places at the table constantly recall the pain of loss 

   * clean clothes in closets speak of future birthdays, graduations, weddings, anniversaries all 

canceled, stolen forever by a bullet from a gun . . . 
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   * Parents attending the funeral of their children will forever try to make peace with the reality . . 

. that a piece of their heart was riddled by deadly bullets . . . 

 

People extend their “thoughts and prayers” . . . and move on with life 

     -clinging to hollow rationalizations of blame: the breakdown of the family, single parent house-

holds, failure to follow up on a tip, . . . 

     -addressing the symptoms but not the causes of violence 

 

Politicians who have consistently opposed changes in gun safety laws, and who often are major 
recipients of gun lobby contributions, offer “thoughts and prayers” to the victims, say they are 
“deeply saddened,” praise the heroes of law enforcement and of medical treatment who have 
tried to limit the damage, and lament the mental-health or cultural problems that have expressed 

themselves via an assault weapon. 

 

“Thoughts and prayers” are of course admirable. 

* But after an airline crash, politicians extend their “thoughts and prayers” for the victims AND, 

then, investigate the causes so the tragedy never ever happens again 

* After a fatal fire, after a botched response to a hurricane, after a food-poisoning, or product-
safety failure, or a nursing-home abuse scandal, “thoughts and prayers” are the beginning 

of the public response but not the end. 

* But, after a shooting “thoughts and prayers” are the beginning AND the end 

Obstructionist politicians say that the aftermath of a shooting is “not the right time” to “politicize” 
the tragedy by talking about gun safety or to ask why only in America do massacres repeatedly 

occur?  Instead, the right time to discuss such policies is “never.” 

 

The news moves on; everyone seems to forget except the families and communities that are for-

ever changed. 

The next shooting comes, “thoughts and prayers” are offered, and the cycle resumes. 

 

Apparently, we have not yet experienced an atrocity monstrous enough to change the public mind 

and, thus, public policy about dealing with gun violence. 

Memories of photos of little children and teachers murdered in Sandy Hook did not do it 

Memories of bodies strewn about the concert grounds in Las Vegas did not do it 

Memories of terrified moviegoers cowering in a blood-spattered theater in Aurora, Colorado did 

not do it 

Memories of Virginia Tech did not do it 

Memories of Orlando did not do it 

Will the memory of the school massacre of teenagers and teachers in Parkland, Florida do it, be-
cause extending “thoughts & prayers” that do not lead to action are fake thoughts and prayers; 

genuine thoughts and prayers lead to action . . . in the name of Christgenuine thoughts and prayers lead to action . . . in the name of Christgenuine thoughts and prayers lead to action . . . in the name of Christgenuine thoughts and prayers lead to action . . . in the name of Christ 
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May the Spirit empower us to do the unlikely thing of constantly remembering the  

the travail and pain and suffering which BOTH evokes our “thoughts and prayers” for the grief-
stricken, AND activates open debates about gun safety proposals that lead to “laying down the 

bow”, promising “never again” in the name of Christ. 

             –Peter C. Bower 

 

Swiss steak dinner 

The Women’s Association will be holding their annual Swiss Steak Dinner on April 7, 
2018, from 4pm to 7pm. The cost per dinner will be $10.00. We would appreciate dona‐
tions of the following items. The (*) items are for money donations only. If you are able 
to help with a donation please contact Patti Townsend.  Remember not all of one item 
has to be donated by one person, they can be divided up. 

 

*Swiss Steak    *7 Loaves of Bread 
10 lb. Flour         1 lb. Decaf. Coffee    
50 lb. Potatoes       2 lb. Reg. Coffee 
8 lb. butter        1/2 Gallon of milk 
*1  Case shredded Cabbage     1/2 Gallon Marzetti Slaw Dressing  
1 ‐ 6oz. can of canned milk     1 Quart Real Mayonnaise 
 5 lb. sugar        1 Gallons Oil 
10 – 10# cans of Green Beans     1 Gallon Lemon Blend 
1 Quart White Vinegar      2 lb. Seasoned Salt 
Parsley 
 
We will need volunteers to help during the dinner and baked goods for the Bake 
Sale table.  If you are able to help please let Patti Townsend know. We would like 
to thank everyone who donates and/or helps with this Dinner.   
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 Lance Foster 

4 Dan Sloan 

11 Tim Blystone 

13 Bob Schall 

14 Harley Sloan 

19 Kate Myers 

20 Dianna Sloan 

21 Kiersten Spires 

26 Roger Ray 

27 Maryann Shirley 

29 LaRue Householder 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

9 John and Darlene Peace 

14 Bob and Rhonda Schall 

25 Dana and Lance Myers 

27 Bob and Maryann Shirley 

EASTER FLOWERS: The Worship committee is taking orders for  Easter  flowers 
now through Sunday, March 11. You may purchase the following: 

Easter Lily @ $7.75 each ______________ 

Tulip @ $6.75 each ________________ Color choice: red, yellow, pink, purple, white 
or orange (circle color choice) 

Regular size Daffodils @ $6.75 each ____________ 

Mini blooms Daffodils @ $6.75 each _____________ 

In loving memory or honor 
of____________________________________________________ 

 From ______________________________________________________ 

 Please give the order form and money to Jean Pugliese or Dale Burns. 
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Local MissionsLocal MissionsLocal MissionsLocal Missions    
...always in need of helping hands. 

 

ApolloApolloApolloApollo----Ridge Food BankRidge Food BankRidge Food BankRidge Food Bank  724-478-2482 
     Volunteers are needed for packing and carrying boxes to cars 

for the elderly and disabled.     

     Mon, March 19th - Packing - 7:30 a.m. 

     Wed, March 21th - Packing - 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 

              Distribution - 8:30 a.m. 

 

Meals on WheelsMeals on WheelsMeals on WheelsMeals on Wheels  412-400-0975 
     Volunteers are needed to prep, cook and deliver. 

     Weekdays - Prep/Cook - 7:00 a.m. 

     Weekdays - Deliver - 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Meatloaf Dinner NewsMeatloaf Dinner NewsMeatloaf Dinner NewsMeatloaf Dinner News    
   Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
meatloaf dinner February 24th; donors, diners 
and volunteers alike.  It was a great success! We 
made a profit of $794 for the benefit of the gen-

eral fund.  

   Next dinner is Swiss steak on April 7, 2018 

and will benefit the BSPC Women's Association.  

We hope to see you there. 

**Reminder****Reminder****Reminder****Reminder**    
2018 per capita is $31.30 per member.  Families usually have more 
than one member; confirmed children are members.  Stewardship is 
requesting that you pay your personal per capita soon after receiving 
your offering envelopes, as we remit this payment in the first quarter.  
We had a shortfall of $2,585 in 2017.  We must use monies from our 

general operating budget to cover shortfalls. 

 

 

Endowment FundEndowment FundEndowment FundEndowment Fund    
                    So far we have had $430 donated to our endowment fund this year.  

An Endowment Fund is a "Forever Fund" for our church.  Donations 

made to this fund will forever earn income to be used to further the 

mission of our church.  To make a donation, simply include it in your 

weekly offering envelope and mark the amount in the "endowment" 

line. 

Financial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship CommitteeFinancial Report from the Stewardship Committee    

February 2018February 2018February 2018February 2018    
             YTD 

Offering Income  $  4,716.00 $   9,748.20 

Current Expenses $ (4,694.16) $(  9,564.82) 

Net Income  $        21.84 $      183.38 

  

Account Balances: 

Our Endowment fund goal is to reach $200K so we can  

move to a more lucrative account. 

 Endowment Principal $  71,686.00 

 Earned Income               $    7,989.59 February 
Deposits       + $       170.00     

 $ 79,845.59 

   

 Checking Account $   28,912.98 

 Building & Grounds $   10,275.55 

 Chime Fund  $     4,056.02 

 Memorial Fund  $   11,570.29 

     

Thank you!! 

Your commitment to ourourourour church family is greatly appreciated! 
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The Christian Outreach Newsletter 

Boiling Springs Presbyterian Church 

P. O. Box 154 

Corner of Route 56 and Ridge Road 

Spring Church, PA 15686 

 

Telephone number: 724-478-1523 
 

MARCH  2018 

Page 

“2018 Summer Outing: Pittsburgh Pirates vs. Chicago Cubs” 
 

    When: Saturday, 18 August 2018, @ 4:30 p.m. 
    Supper at the Bower’s home in the Burgh 

 
    cost: $25.00 per person 

    (includes Supper AND game ticket) 
 

    (make checks payable to “Boiling Springs Presbyterian Church”) 
                   (+ indicate at bottom: “Pirates Game”) 

 
    We need to make reservations and payment NOW . . . (deadline is 15 April) 

 
    Preference to first 42 individuals to sign up AND pay 

 


